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September 27, 2007 WCCA 9-27-07 Mtg.
Item VIII

Mr. Alan Lawson, AICP, Senior Planner
City of Brea
Development Services Department
1 Civic Center Circle
Brea, California 92821-5732

Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report No. 02-01 Canyon
Crest Project

Dear Mr. Lawson:

The Wildlife Corridor Conservation Authority (WCCA) offers the following
comments on the Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report No.
02-01 for the Canyon Crest Project (RDEIR).  WCCA was created for the
proper planning, conservation, environmental protection and maintenance
of the habitat and wildlife corridor between the Whittier-Puente-Chino Hills
and the Cleveland National Forest in the Santa Ana Mountains.  As
discussed in WCCA’s August 12, 2002 letter on the previous plan and
previous DEIR (2002), the project site is of regional importance because
it provides critical core wildlife habitat and it is a key location for wildlife
movement between portions of the Puente-Chino Hills separated by
Carbon Canyon Road.  The site is bordered to the west by Chino Hills
State Park. 

Brief Overview of Impacts to Biological Resources

There would be impacts to 216 acres of plant communities, including 34
acres of sensitive natural communities (RDEIR, pp. 4.4-31 and 32).  Of
these 34 acres, 17 acres are oak and walnut woodland communities, 14.2
acres are mixed coastal sage scrub, 1.5 acres are annual
grassland/needlegrass grassland, and 1.4 acres are southern willow
scrub riparian habitat.   The proposed grading plan would result in the
removal of 645 oaks, 1,147 walnut trees (RDEIR, p. 4.4-39).  (The
previous plan would have resulted in the removal of 671 coast live oak
trees and 917 walnut trees [DEIR, 2002, p. 4.1-31].) 

According to the RDEIR Executive Summary (pp. 15,19), unavoidable
significant impacts to biological resource include the lost natural oak and
walnut woodland values, and conflicts with Objective 20 and Policy 8 of
the General Plan Conservation/Open Space Element.  
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Potential Environmental Impacts

The filling of large canyons at the southern portion of the project is counter opposite with
the intent of working within the constraints of the existing landforms (see Exhibit 3-11).  This
is one of the largest proposed fill slopes that staff has seen in the wildlife corridor in over
a decade.
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The RDEIR is deficient to not justifying why the Environmentally Superior Alternative was
not feasible.  The RDEIR must only present this alternative if it is feasible.  Apparently, an
assessment of the economic feasibility was not done.  

WCCA continues to recommend a slightly modified version of the Environmentally Superior
Alternative (see attached figure).  

The RDEIR should analyze WCCA’s proposed alternative
and the difference in impacts (particularly to wildlife movement and to trees) between
WCCA’s proposed alternative and the current proposal.  In WCCA’s recommendation for
a modified Environmentally Superior Alternative, WCCA recommends that a distinct cluster
of southerly lots be 
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Thank you for your consideration.  Please direct any correspondence and questions to Judi
Tamasi at the above address and by phone at (310) 589-3200, ext. 121.

Sincerely,

 Bob Henderson
Chairperson






